Sweden, however, did not implement this ban, and continues to allow its use, on the grounds that it may be a safe alternative to cigarette smoking.
1
While snus may be safer than tobacco smoking, it does carry significant risks, most importantly, it can lead to oral cancer. 2 It seems counterintuitive for the government to suggest reintroducing a known carcinogen when safe smoking cessation alternatives are already available. 3 As a profession, it is important that we remain cognisant of current political trends, and attempt to exert a positive influence on the direction of public health policy. Through promoting safe smoking cessation methods, and warning against carcinogenic substances like snus, the wellbeing of people who smoke can be protected. Experts from all over the world participated in its development. Some important changes were introduced including a multidimensional staging and grading system for periodontitis. The peri-implant diseases and conditions were recognised as an independent group. Periodontal health was defined for the first time. New terms were introduced, including traumatic occlusal force, gingival/periodontal phenotype and supracrestal tissue attachment.
The new classification scheme sets to help 'clinicians with diagnosis and management of patients' . However, neither main oral healthcare providers, ie general dental practitioners (GDPs) and dental care professionals (DCPs) (eg oral hygienists and dental therapists), nor patients were represented in the process of its development.
The importance of engaging general practitioners and patients in different stages of developing new healthcare guidelines has long been established and adopted by the world leading institutions, eg the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence.
Therefore, as national societies of periodontology prepare to adopt the new classification, it is pertinent to consider engaging GDPs, DCPs and patients' representatives in the process of planning, the adoption of the new classification, the potential modifications before local implementation, and the roll out strategy.
This will help ensure that the excellent work produced by high calibre international specialists is relevant and acceptable to the main body of oral healthcare providers and the patients. UPFRONT O f f i c i a l j o u r n a l o f t h e B r i t i s h D e n t a l A s s o c i a t i o n .
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